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(3) You make a timely request for re-
consideration of the initial or revised
determination.

(b) Scope. The disability hearing will
address only the initial or revised de-
termination, based on medical factors,
that you are not now disabled. Any
other issues which arise in connection
with your request for reconsideration
will be reviewed in accordance with the
reconsideration procedures described in
§404.913(a).

(c) Time and place—(1) General. Either
the State agency or the Associate Com-
missioner for Disability Determina-
tions or his or her delegate, as appro-
priate, will set the time and place of
your disability hearing. We will send
you a notice of the time and place of
your disability hearing at least 20 days
before the date of the hearing. You
may be expected to travel to your dis-
ability hearing. (See 8§§404.999a-404.999d
regarding reimbursement for travel ex-
penses.)

(2) Change of time or place. If you are
unable to travel or have some other
reason why you cannot attend your dis-
ability hearing at the scheduled time
or place, you should request at the ear-
liest possible date that the time or
place of your hearing be changed. We
will change the time or place if there is
good cause for doing so under the
standards in §404.936 (c) and (d).

(d) Combined issues. If a disability
hearing is available to you under para-
graph (a) of this section, and you file a
new application for benefits while your
request for reconsideration is still
pending, we may combine the issues on
both claims for the purpose of the dis-
ability hearing and issue a combined
initial/reconsidered determination
which is binding with respect to the
common issues on both claims.

(e) Definition. For purposes of the
provisions regarding disability hear-
ings (§8404.914 through 404.918) we, us or
our means the Social Security Admin-
istration or the State agency.
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§404.915 Disability hearing—disability
hearing officers.

(a) General. Your disability hearing

will be conducted by a disability hear-

ing officer who was not involved in
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making the determination you are ap-
pealing. The disability hearing officer
will be an experienced disability exam-
iner, regardless of whether he or she is
appointed by a State agency or by the
Associate Commissioner for Disability
Determinations or his or her delegate,
as described in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section.

(b) State agency hearing officers—(1)
Appointment of State agency hearing offi-
cers. If a State agency made the initial
or revised determination that you are
appealing, the disability hearing offi-
cer who conducts your disability hear-
ing may be appointed by a State agen-
cy. If the disability hearing officer is
appointed by a State agency, that indi-
vidual will be employed by an adjudica-
tory unit of the State agency other
than the adjudicatory unit which made
the determination you are appealing.

(2) Sstate agency defined. For purposes
of this subpart, State agency means the
adjudicatory component in the State
which issues disability determinations.

(c) Federal hearing officers. The dis-
ability hearing officer who conducts
your disability hearing will be ap-
pointed by the Associate Commissioner
for Disability Determinations or his or
her delegate if:

(1) A component of our office other
than a State agency made the deter-
mination you are appealing; or

(2) The State agency does not appoint
a disability hearing officer to conduct
your disability hearing under para-
graph (b) of this section.

[51 FR 301, Jan. 3, 1986, as amended at 71 FR
10428, Mar. 1, 2006]

§404.916 Disability
dures.

hearing—proce-

(a) General. The disability hearing
will enable you to introduce evidence
and present your views to a disability
hearing officer if you are dissatisfied
with an initial or revised initial deter-
mination, based on medical factors,
that you are not now disabled as de-
scribed in §404.914(a)(2).

(b) Your procedural rights. We will ad-
vise you that you have the following
procedural rights in connection with
the disability hearing process:

(1) You may request that we assist
you in obtaining pertinent evidence for
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your disability hearing and, if nec-
essary, that we issue a subpoena to
compel the production of certain evi-
dence or testimony. We will follow sub-
poena procedures similar to those de-
scribed in §404.950(d) for the adminis-
trative law judge hearing process;

(2) You may have a representative at
the hearing appointed under subpart R
of this part, or you may represent
yourself;

(3) You or your representative may
review the evidence in your case file,
either on the date of your hearing or at
an earlier time at your request, and
present additional evidence;

(4) You may present witnesses and
question any witnesses at the hearing;

(5) You may waive your right to ap-
pear at the hearing. If you do not ap-
pear at the hearing, the disability
hearing officer will prepare and issue a
written reconsidered determination
based on the information in your case
file.

(c) Case preparation. After you re-
quest reconsideration, your case file
will be reviewed and prepared for the
hearing. This review will be conducted
in the component of our office (includ-
ing a State agency) that made the ini-
tial or revised determination, by per-
sonnel who were not involved in mak-
ing the initial or revised determina-
tion. Any new evidence you submit in
connection with your request for re-
consideration will be included in this
review. If necessary, further develop-
ment of the evidence, including
arrrangements for medical examina-
tions, will be undertaken by this com-
ponent. After the case file is prepared
for the hearing, it will be forwarded by
this component to the disability hear-
ing officer for a hearing. If necessary,
the case file may be sent back to this
component at any time prior to the
issuance of the reconsidered deter-
mination for additional development.
Under paragraph (d) of this section,
this component has the authority to
issue a favorable reconsidered deter-
mination at any time in its develop-
ment process.

(d) Favorable reconsideration deter-
mination without a hearing. If all the
evidence in your case file supports a
finding that you are now disabled, ei-
ther the component that prepares your

§404.917

case for hearing under paragraph (c) or
the disability hearing officer will issue
a written favorable reconsideration de-
termination, even if a disability hear-
ing has not yet been held.

(e) Opportunity to submit additional
evidence after the hearing. At your re-
quest, the disability hearing officer
may allow up to 15 days after your dis-
ability hearing for receipt of evidence
which is not available at the hearing,
if:

(1) The disability hearing officer de-
termines that the evidence has a direct
bearing on the outcome of the hearing;
and

(2) The evidence could not have been
obtained before the hearing.

(f) Opportunity to review and comment
on evidence obtained or developed by us
after the hearing. If, for any reason, ad-
ditional evidence is obtained or devel-
oped by us after your disability hear-
ing, and all evidence taken together
can be used to support a reconsidered
determination that is unfavorable to
you with regard to the medical factors
of eligibility, we will notify you, in
writing, and give you an opportunity to
review and comment on the additional
evidence. You will be given 10 days
from the date you receive our notice to
submit your comments (in writing or,
in appropriate cases, by telephone), un-
less there is good cause for granting
you additional time, as illustrated by
the examples in §404.911(b). Your com-
ments will be considered before a re-
considered determination is issued. If
you believe that it is necessary to have
further opportunity for a hearing with
respect to the additional evidence, a
supplementary hearing may be sched-
uled at your request. Otherwise, we
will ask for your written comments on
the additional evidence, or, in appro-
priate cases, for your telephone com-
ments.

[51 FR 301, Jan. 3, 1986]

§404.917 Disability hearing—disability
hearing officer’s reconsidered de-
termination.

(a) General. The disability hearing of-
ficer who conducts your disability
hearing will prepare and will also issue
a written reconsidered determination,
unless:
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